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Student loans and the interest that
millions of Americans pay on them
have been getting a lot of attention
recently.

Americans now owe more on student
loans than on credit cards. Interest rates
for Direct Subsidized Student Loans
could double to almost seven percent
on July first.

Five years ago, Congress lowered the
rates for these government loans. But

that law is set to expire. The president
has called for keeping the current 3.4

percent rate.

Tong thong Obama nhin manh véi
Quoc hoi ve van deé 1ii suét cho vay
sinh vién

béy 1a ban tin Kinh té ctia chuong trinh
tiéng Anh ddc bi¢t cua dai VOA.

Vay ng va lai suat cho cac khoan vay
sinh vién ma hang triéu nguo1 My dang
phai ganh chiu dang thu hut quan tdm
du luan trong nhimg ngay gan day.

Gid day sb tién ma ngudi dan My no cho
khoan vay sinh vién con nhiéu hon s
tién no trong thé tin dung. Lai suat cta
chuong trinh “Vay no sinh vién dugc tro
cap truc tiép” co thé s& ting gap doi, dén
gan 7% vao ngay mung 1 thang 7 toi.

Cach ddy 5 nam, qudc hoi d3 ha mac 14i
suat cho cac khoan vay sinh vién cua
chinh phu nay. Nhung luét nay da sap
het thoi han. va Tong thong My da yéu
cau tiép tuc gitt nguyén muc 13i suét hién
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The administration says more than
seven million students will be affected

without an extension of that lower rate.

The government says the average cost
of attending a public college was
almost thirteen thousand dollars in
twenty ten. The total for private
schools was over thirty-two thousand.

Americans owed eight hundred forty-
five billion dollars in student loans in
twenty-eleven. Some reports say the

amount is now near one trillion dollars.

President Obama has recently given
speeches on several college campuses.

He said when he and his wife,
Michelle, graduated from college and
law school, they had a "mountain of
debt." He told students that college
tuition and fees have more than
doubled since most of them were born.

He noted that the average student who
borrows to pay for college now
graduates with about twenty-five
thousand dollars in student loan debt.
An extension of the lower rate could
cost the government six billion dollars.

Republican presidential candidate Mitt
Romney supports an extension.
Republican leaders in the House of
Representatives say they like the
program.

taila 3,4 %.

Chinh quyén Obama cho biét hon 7 trigu
sinh vién s€ bi anh huong néu khong tiép
tuc duy tri mérc 13i suat thip do6 nira.

Phia Chinh pht nhan dinh thém, vao
nam 2010 chi phi trung binh dé di hoc
dai hoc & cac truong cong 1ap 1a khoang
13 nghin d6. Va tong chi phi cho cac
truong dan 1ap 1a khoang hon 32 nghin.

Vao nam 2011, nguoi dan toan nudc My
d3 ng dén 845 ti d6 la tir khoan vay sinh
vién. Va nhiéu ban bao cao gan day cho
biét con s6 nay da 1én t&i mot nghin ti.
Téng théng Obama gan day da c6 nhiéu
bai phat biéu tai mot sb truong dai hoc.

Ong chia sé, khi 6ng va vo 6ng, ba
Michelle tot nghiép dai hoc va trudng
luat, ho da phai ganh trén vai mot \"nui

0\". Ong nodi véi cac sinh vién rang hoc
phi dai hoc va cac chi phi khac da tang
1én hon gap ddi so v6i thoi diém nhing
sinh vién nay méi sinh ra.

Téng théng con luu § 'y rang trung binh
cac sinh vién vay | tién dé trang trai cho
viéc hoc tap khi tot nghiép phai ganh s6
no 1a 25 ngin d6 cho khoan vay sinh
vién. Tuy nhién néu duy tri mirc 13i suat
do thi chinh phu s€ phai bo ra thém 6 ti
do la nira.

Ung ctr vién tong thong cia dang cong
hoa Mitt Romney tng ho cho ¥ kién tiép
tuc gia han. Va nhitng nha lanh dao cua
dang cong hoa ¢ Ha vién ciing noi rang
ho dong tinh v&i chuong trinh nay.
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But they want to pay for it with money
from the new health care law.
Democrats have proposed other ways
to pay for it, such as ending tax breaks
for oil and natural gas companies.

The website edupass.org says most
loans, grants and scholarships from
public and private sources in the United
States are restricted to American
citizens.

American schools that provide aid to
international students are more likely to
provide it to graduate students than to
undergraduates. Some students are
supported by their home university or
government.

A small number receive support from
the United States government.
Employers, private sponsors and
international organizations also help
some students pay for school.

Edupass.org has listings of colleges and
universities that offer financial aid to
foreign students. Another helpful site
about American higher education and
financial aid is educationusa.state.gov.

For VOA Special English, I'm Carolyn
Presutti.

Nhung ho muén chi trd chuong trinh
vay von nay bang tién ctia luat cham soc
stc khoe méi. Nguoc lai nhitng nguoi
dang Dén chu thi lai dé nghi thanh toan
cho khoan trg cip nay bang nhiing
ngudn khac nhau vi du nhu ding chinh
sach mién thué cho céc cong ty xing
dau.

Trang web edupass.org cho biét nhimng
khoan vay, trg cap va hoc bong tir cac

ngudn cua chinh phii hay tu nhan & My
déu con rat han ché d6i voi nguoi dan

nuoc nay.

O My, cac trudng hd trg cho sinh vién
quéc té thuong hd trg cho sinh vién da
tdt nghi¢p dai hoc hon 1a sinh vién con
dang trong truong dai hoc. Mot s6 sinh
vién thi duoc tro cép tur truong hoac
chinh pht tir nudc nha.

Con mot s6 nho thi nhan dugce tro cép tu
chinh phi My. Céc chu doanh nghiép,
cac nha tai tro tu nhan hay cac t6 chiic
quéc té ciing gop phan gitp céc sinh vién
trong viéc trang trai chi phi hoc tap.

Trén trang web Edupass.org c6 danh
sach cac truong cao dang dai hoc co
chuong trinh hd tro tai chinh cho sinh
vién qudc té. Mot trang web khac rat co
ich trong viéc tim thong tin vé hd tro tai
chinh ¢ cac bac hoc sau dai hoc do6 1a
educationusa.state.gov.

Trén day 1a ban tin Tiéng Anh dic biét
cua VOA, t61 la Carolyn Presutti.
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